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1 0 
Me, e A 1 | N48 
In THE BROAD-WAY, 


WESTMINETER 


Br1sToL, Dec. 5, 1786. 


Dzar F ATHER, 


I Received yours, and neui chat an 
epiſtle was due to you, payable a fortnight after 
1 had the laſt fg4t of you at Newbery. But you 
muſt acknowledge, that the treaſure of grace is in 
an earthen veſſel; and, conſequently, a diſtinc- 
tion ought to be made between the veſſel and 
the treaſure, as well as between the manna and' 
the golden pot. Paul was obliged to make a dif- 
ference between his promiſes to viſit, and tage 
promiſed ſalvation which had viſited him.. 
In this confidence (ſaid he) I was minded to 

** come unto you before, and to paſs by you into 
* Macedonia, and to come again out of Mace- 
** donia unto you, When I was thus minded, 

did I uſe lightneſs ? Or the things that I pur- 
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* poſe, do I purpoſe according to the fleſh, that | 
« with me there ſhould be yea yea and-nay nay ? 


But as God is true, our word toward you was 


© not yea and nay, For all the promiſes of God 
in him are yea; and in him, amen, unto the 
glory of God by us.” 2 Cor. i. 16, &c. 
You are the firſt carnal man that ever ſolicited a 
ſpiritual epiſtle from me'; therefore I am con- 
ſtrained to ſend it, that it may ſerve for the 
eighth wonder of the world. I have the happi- 
neſs once a week of viſiting a place called Kingſ- 
wood.;—a place, I have often wiſhed to ſee, hav- 
ing read ſo much about it in the works of thoſe 
two eminent ſervants of God Mr. WaiTFitLD 
and Mr, Ceznnecx, And to be ſure there are 
ſome choice ſouls among thoſe ſubteraneous mi- 
ners. From morning till night they are hidden 
ones, but on the Lord's day, great numbers of 


theſe Hebrews (as the Philiſtines ſaid of the Jews) 


come forth out of their holes, to enjoy both the 
light of the ſun and the light of the goſpel ; thus, 
like a certain ſet of debtors, they appear abroad 
once 'a week; therefore, they are a ſort of ſe- 


venth-day's men. They ſeem ſomewhat pleaſed 


that-they have got a brother tradeſman in their 
pulpit; and, bleſſed be God, he has conde- 


ſcended more than once to viſit us, tho? we are 


but a poor ſmutty family. - 
on - I bleſs 
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I bleſs God, at Briſtol, I am conſtantly at- 
tended with a very crouded audience, who: give 
me great attention, and I truſt God gives zeſti- 
mony to the word of his grace. Acts xiv. 3. But 

ſhall leave that to thoſe who believe and receive 
the report of the goſpel. . 

Indeed, Sir, we live in a day of much deb 
tacy; in a day, when there is (agreeable to an- 
tient praphecy) a great forſaking in the earth J 
and it is well if God does not follow it with a 
removing men far away :—But our Great High 
Prieſt will have his tithes, he will leave ai tenth, 
and the tenth ſhall return to God, Ifaiah vi. 
12, 13, 14. It is high time for thoſe who love 
and fear God to awake out of their ſleep, the ſun 
is going down over the heads of many prophets.- 
Woe unto us, for the day goeth away; for the 
ſhadows of an awful evening are n out. 
Tere. vi. 4. 7 288 

We have many profeſſors. 1 haye aching, 
ears—there are heaping to-them/elves teachers; and+ 
we have many preachers who never received their 
teſtimony from God, but have ſtole it from 
others, and the applauſe of 2 giddy multitude 
has been the main pillar of all their popularity. 

This text forcibly ſtruck me laſt Sabbath- day 
morning, about four o'clock, as I was meditating- 
on the awful departure of many from the truths, 
of God, and from the profeſſion they have made 

| A 3 of- -- 
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of the God of Truth. Now the Spirit ſpeaketh ex- 
preſy, that in the latter times ſome ſhall depart 
from the faith, giving heed to ſeducing ſpirits, and 
 dofirines of devils, ſpeaking hes in typocriſy, having 
their conſcience feared with a hot iron. 1 Tim. iv. 12, 
If apoſtacy from the faith be a fign of the laſt 
times, and a prelude to the laſt judgment, then 
ſurely the Judge is even at the door, 

Many depart from the doctrine of the Holy 
Trinity, the firſt and grandeſt myſtery af faith; 
others from the effential, ſelf-exiſtent;” and inde- 
pendent Deity of Jehovah the Saviour, the pro- 
per object of faith; others lampoon all expe- 
rience, and they depart from even an acknow, 
ledgment of the myſtery of faith in a pure con- 
ſcience z others pay no regard to their life, 
walk and converſation then; depart from the 
fruits of faith; and others depart. from all the 
doctrines of faith, and begin to appear in word, 
what they always were in heart—I mean children 
of the bond-woman. Men who can forſware 
themſelves, and preach contrary to the articles 
they have ſubſcribed, muſt have their conſciences 
ſeared with. an hot iron, and be led to give 
heed to ſeducing ſpirits and doctrines of devils, 
before they can ſpeak lies in hypocriſy. 

As for their preaching up good works in ſo 
violent a manner, and enforcing the law, it does 
not ſurprize me at all; for trunk-makers make 
more noiſe than goldſmiths, tho* no manufacture 

fc is 
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is more hollow and empty than trunks, If ſuch 
men lived thoſe good works which they talk of, 
their good works would preach themſelves, Let 
another praiſe thee, and not thy own mouth, 
Prov. xxvii. 2. Shew me thy faith without thy 
works, and I will ſhew thee my faith by my, works. 
Jam. ii. 18. By their fruits ye ſhall know them, 
ſays Chriſt, not by their words. Make the tree 
good, and the fruit will be good ;—a good tree 
cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a cor- . 
rupt tree bring forth good fruit. This is the 
doctrine of our Saviour, who lived as none ever 
did, and ſpake as none ever ſhall, and yet never 
preaches. up his own good works, but only tells 
them that he had ſhewed them many a good work. 

from his Father, and aſked for which of thoſe works. 
they ſtoned him; he acknowledged them to be the 
works of his Father, to ſhew that he ſought not 
honour from men, and ſays, if I do not the works, 
of my Father, believe me not. I am ſtill of opi: 
nion, that good works will preach themſelves ; 
and I think the word of God bears me out, for 
whenever the Saviour wrought a good work, he 
charged the object to ſee that he told no man of 
it: but to ſhew that good works could not he, 
hid, it is ſaid, that the more he charged them, BN 
the more they ſpread it abroad. | 

For, my part, I know by woeful experience, 
that when I have done my beſt, I am-an-unprofi- 
table ſervant 3 I have done no more than was my 


duty 
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duty to do. Therefore, 1 muſt ſay, as the 
Pſalmiſt did, My goodneſs extendeth not unto thee, 
but unto thy ſaints which are in the earth. Pſ. xvi. 2. 
or as good Elihu ſays to pious Job, If thou be 
righteous, what giveſt thou him? or what re- 
ceiveth he at thy hands? Job xxxv. 7. Is it 
pleaſure to the Almighty that thou art righ- 
teous? or is it gain to him that thou mel thy- 
ſelf perfect? Job xxii. 3. | 

It is plain to me, that thoſe who make ſuch an 
outcry in the pulpit about their own perſonal ho- 
lineſs, have but very little of it to proclaim 
itſelf, "Moft men will proclaim every one his own 
goodneſs, —but a faithful man, who can ind? Prov. 
XxX. 6. I will never believe that any man, who 
is not truly enlightened into the word of God, 
and his own intereft in it, and who does not de- 
liver the whole truth of God, the real truth, and 
nothing but the truth, that ſuch a man can have 
any good works about him: his works muſt 
be wind and confuſion. Iſa. xIi. 29. The Saviour 
couples divine light and good works together, 
and tells us to let men ſee them (not we to praiſe 
them) —Let your light ſhine before men, that 
THEY may ſee your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in Heaven. If the tree be good, 
the fruit will be good; for, as Paul ſays, the 
grace of . God which hath appeared unto all men, 


will — _ to coy ir and worldly 
| luſts, 
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luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, 
in this preſent world. Therefore I ſhall conclude 
this head with the words of Wiſdom-to the ſpouſe 
of Chriſt, that the objects of her liberality, whe- 
ther it be in ſpirituals or temporals, ought to | 
praiſe her, without are her to do 1t her- 
felf. Her children (or converts) riſe up, and call 
her bleſſed ; her huſband | the Saviour] alſo, and he 
praiſeth her : Many daughters have done virtucuſſy, 
but thou excelleſt them all, Give her of the fruits of 
her hands, and let her own works praiſe her an the 
gate. Prov. xxxi. 28, 29, 30, 31. 
1 have ever found more happineſs in declaring 
what God hath done for my ſoul, than ever I did 
in declaring what I have done for God. And 
when J hear a man proclaiming his own goodneſs, 
I always think that God has done nothing. for 
that man; if he had, he would Have ownetl i it, for 
it is out of the abundance of a gracious heart that 
the mouth ſpeaketh : a good man, out of the 
good treaſure of his heart will bring forth good 
things. The Lord ſays, from me is thy fruit 
found. Hoſea xiv. 8. If then I am made fruitful, 
it is owing to my union with the Saviour, and 
the care of my covenant F ather. The branch can- 
not be fruitful of itſelf, except it abide in the 
vine; no more can ye, except ye abide i in me: he 
that abideth 3 in me, and I in him, the ſame bring- 
eh forth mnch fruit ; for without me ye can do 
nothing, 
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nothing. And again, every branch in me that 
bringeth forth fruit, my heavenly Father purgeth 
it, that it may bring forth more fruit. Seeing 
this is the caſe, I cannot, with conſcience, boaſt of 
my fruitfulneſs, but of the grace of God which 
makes me fo, that God may have the glory, 
The church of God, by Ifaiah, ſaith, Thou, Lord, 
haſt wrought all our works in us; and Paul agrees 
with this, and ſays, it is God that worketh in 
you both to will and to do, of his own good plea- 
fare. 

If this be the real truth of the matter, then I 
have no more to boaſt of than Paul had, when he 
acknowledged, that by the grace of God he was 
what he was. Then, let not the rich man glory 
in his riches, nor the ſtrong man in his ſtrength, 
nor the wiſe in his wiſdom ; but let him that 
glorieth, glory in this, that he underſtandeth and 
knoweth me : that I exerciſe loving-kindneſs, 
tender mercy, and judgment, in the earth; for 
in theſe things I delight, faith the Lord. 

I am not at all ſurprized at ſuch men preach- 
ing up the law continually, becauſe the Saviour 
kimfelf tells us, tnat the legal ſervant doth not 
adide in the heuſe for ever, but the ſon abideth ever; 
therefore, it muſt be expected, that if Abraham 
turns Iſhmael out of the houſe, he will cleave to 
Hagar, his mother, who is the law in a figure; 
and there he will be ſure of the greateſt company, 
for 
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for more are the children of the deſolate than the 
children of the married wife, ſaith the Lord. Iſa. 
liv. 1. Lou muſt expect, Sir, that men who 
forſware themſelves, and deny and lampoon the 
articles which they have ſubſcribed, and who 
preach a falſe doctrine, will creep to the law, for the 
ſcriptures tell you that the law was made for ſuch: 
it is not made for a righteous man [that is, it is not 
made to condemn a believer in Chriſt.) Is the 
law againſt the promiſes of God? God forbid. Gal. 
iii, 21. The law is made for the lawleſs and diſ- 
obedient ; for PERJURED PERSONS; and is in force 
againſt every man who advances any thing contrary 
to ſound doctrines. 1 Tim. i. 9, 10. | 

TI bleſs the Almighty, he has not left me to 
live in any avowed breach of his law; no, not of 
the leaſt commandment ; nor has he ſuffered me 
to teach men ſo. I have narrowly watched the 
lives and conduct of thoſe men who ſay, Stand 
by thyfelf, I am more holy than thou, (Ifa.) 
and who have falſely reproached me for an Anti- 
nomian, or looſe liver, whoſe lives I never could 
wiſh in the leaſt to imitate. I could only obſerve” 
and do what they ſaid, but dare not do after 
their works; for I ſaw clearly, that they ſaid and 
did not. And, indeed, thoſe who deal moſt in 
the law, know-the leaſt of it, and bind grievous 
burdens on others, but never touch them with 
their own fingers, The love which the law re- 


quires, 
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requires, the righteouſneſs which it demands, 
the holineſs it calls for, and the good works 
which it preſcribes, muſt all be fetched out of 
the Saviour's fullneſs, who is the end of the law 
for righteouſneſs to every one that , believeth, 
The preacher who ſends a. poor troubled ſinner 
elſewhere, is a rebel againſt the command and 
commiſſion. of God the Saviour, who tells us to 
go into all the world, and preach the goſpel to 
every creature; and he that believes the goſpel 
is ſure to have the law written on the fleſhy tables 
of his heart, and that is better than having it 

written and engraven in tables of ſtone. 2 Cor. iii. 7, | 


Have I committed. an offence in ſending the 


diſtreſſed ſoul to Chriſt ? Far from it, for all. 
the apoſtles did the ſame ; they preached Chriſt 
to the people, and Gale that there was ſalva- 
tion in no other name, | 

The law is good (ſays Paul), if 4 man. uſe it 
lawfully, and ought to be preached, to ſhew the 
helpleſs ſinner his undone, and loſt eſtate, that all. 
boaſting may be excluded, and that he may be- 
come guilty before God; and when the awaken- 
ed ſinner is made to feel his guilt and native 
depravity, and ſees the unlimited demands of 
law and juſtice; let him acknowledge and confeſs 
as the Pſalmiſt did, Thy commandment is exceeding 
broad, Enter not into judgment with thy ſervant, . . 
O Lord, for in thy fight [by the deeds of the law] 


ſhall 
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ſhall} no fleſh living be juſtiſied. David in theſe 


vier 
cy, 
And{when he had apprehended and laid hold of 
the pfromiſed Saviour, he points others to the 
ſame refuge, and leaves an eternal benediction on 
all thoſe who embrace it. Bleſſed is he whoſe 
trasſereſſion is forgiven, whoſe fin is covered. Bleſſ- 
ed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniqui- 
ty, and in whoſe ſpirit there is no guile, Pſalm xxxii. 
1, 2. The above paſſage I ſhall preſume to gol- 
pelize thus : Bleſſed 1s the man that believes in a 
Redeemer's blood [and obtains the forgiveneſs of 
fins by his faith]: Bleſſed is the man whoſe fin 
is covered [with the imputed righteouſneſs of 
jeſus Chriſt]: And, bleſſed is the man whoſe fins 
were imputed to the Saviour on the croſs [as the 
ſinner's ſurety and unto whom God will never 
impute fin again: And, bleſſed is that man, who 
is a partaker of the Holy Ghoſt, and is regene- 


, and under theſe ſenſations calls for mer- 
and ſays unto God, Thou art my ſalvation. 


* 


rated by the ſame; for in his ſpirit [or new man] | 


there is no guile, If any critic doubts of the va- 
lidity of this comment, let him read the 4th chap- 


ter of Paul to the Romans, and compare it with 


other parts of the ſcriptures. 


I know the law requires a perfect obedience, and 


it is by the obedience of one that many ſhall be made 
righteous, Rom, v. 19. The law demands love 


to God, and love to the neighbour, and God has 


promiſed 
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promiſed to circumciſe our hearts to lovehim, 
and to reveal it to us by his holy Spirit: love 
of God is ſhed abroad in our hearts by the Holy hoſt, 
whick is given unto us, Rom. v. 5. The conWpond- 
ment (ſays Paul) is holy, Rom. vii. 12. The 
ſpiritual, Rom. vii. 14. And God has proiſcd 
to give us of kis holy Spirit, Joel ii. 12, an has 
made Jeſus Chriſt to be ſanctification or hone(s 
to us, as well as righteouſneſs, 1 Cor, i. 30. WM he 
law requires good works—works from a holy ant | 
ſpiritual root ; but how is the natural man to 
produce theſe works, when the law is ſpiritual, 
but man is carnal, ſold under fin, Rom. vii. 14. 
Can he love God in his carnal ftate, when the 


0 15 


Lord himſelf declares, That the carnal mind is enmi- 
| ty againſt God, for it is not ſubjef to the law of God, 


nor indeed can be, Rom. viii. 7. I know that the 
law requires good works; and I read that a choſen 
veſſel is pre-ordained to them, though not to be 
ſaved by them ;—For by grace are we ſaved through 
faith ;, and that not of ourſelves, it is is the gift of 
God, not of works, leſt any man ſhould boaſt : For 
we are his workmanſhip, created in Chriſt Feſus unto 
GOOD WORKS, Which God hath before ORDAINED that 
we ſhould walk in TEM, Eph. ii. 8, 9, 10. Thus 
the apoſtle Paul made the Saviour, all in all; and 
acknowledged himfelf under no Jaw, but in obe- 
dience to his covenant head :— am not without law 


to Cad, but under the law to Chriſt, 1 Cor. ix. 21. 
| If 
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If handling the law in this way, and enforcing 
liberty from the bondage of the law, by the Holy 
Ghoſt, be Antinomianiſm ; and, if the experience 
of the terrors of the law, and of the liberty of the 
goſpel, be Enthuſiaſm ; then I muſt declare, that 
the whole bible is full of ſuch things. And the 
reproach that is caſt upon the doctrine, and upon 
the ſpirits work, falls upon God himſelf, as well 
as upon thoſe that preach his truth, and enforce 
the ſpirit's work on the minds of men, 

I have often thought, and that with many 
tears, that God who is the ſearcher of hearts and 
trier of reins, will, when he comes to judgment, 
call his pure goſpel, and the operations of his 
ſpirit by their proper names, and bring in theſe 
infallible gentlemen, culpable of blaſpheming his 
holy word and ſpirit, That which makes me 
think ſo is, becauſe I never heard a man that had 
felt the bondage of the law, and the liberty of 
the goſpel, that dared to talk at that impious rate. 
I have publiſhed to the world the dealings of 
God with me, in away both of providence and 
grace; I have publiſhed to the world my ſenti- 
ments of the law, in its full force. and power 
againſt every hardened ſinner, and as diſarmed of 
its condemning, and commanding power [as a 
covenant of works] to every believer who is under 
the law to Chriſt; and both the religious and the 


profane world have been ſpectators of my lite 
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and converſation for fifteen years; therefore they | 
may judge of the tree by the fruit that it bears. 
We cannot gather grapes off thorns, nor figs off 
thiſtles; no more can we expect good works from 
an unſanctiſied ſinner. | 

If any thing that I have written, can be over- 
thrown, my friends have liberty to do it ; but if 
they cannot (which I believe they cannot), then 
am determined to defend the whole of them 
nor will I give any of them up, unleſs they are 
fairly wrenched out of my hands and heart, by 
the light of truth. 

What I underſtand by Antinomianiſm, appears 
to me to be a moſt wretched doctrine, and quite 
contrary to the truths that I preach :—Firſt, I 
am informed, that they exclude all doubting, and 
ſeem to condemn every weak believer, and ex- 
clude him from the houfhold of faith, which is a 
doctrine that no mortal ever heard drop from my 
lips. For though doubting is not believing ; 
yet I know that the fe will luſt againſt the ſpirit, 
and the ſpirit againſt the fleſh, and theſe are contrary 
the one tothe other; ſo that the weak believer 
finds that when his faith muſters up her evidences, 


unbelief will muſter up her doubts to oppoſe it. 
He that never felt any thing of this, has only a 
name tolive—but, is dead in fin; and he that has 
no unbelief in his heart, is a perfe& man, and fit 


for no ſociety, but the ſpirits of juſt men made 
ED perfect. 
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perfect. Sol take it for granted, that he that never 
doubted, never believed; for if they had been 
warmly engaged in the fight of faith, they would 
have doubted of victory at times, as well as Paul, 
when he ſaid, we were preſſed beyond meaſure, and 
| deſpaired even of life. I ſhall rank ſuch a faith as 
this among Hagar's comely walkers: There be three 
things which go well : yea, four are comely in going: 
4 lion which is ſtrongeſt among beaſts, and turneth 
not away for any; a greyhound, and an he-goat alſo, 
and à king againſt whom there is no riſing up—and © 
I add [a faith that never was tried] Prov. xxx. 
29, 30, 31. Though I know by happy and bleſſ- 
ed experience, that there is ſuch a doctrine as 
the full aſſurance of faith; yet I know many of 
the Lord's people have not attained to it; and 
he that is weak in faith we are to receive, but not to 
doubtful diſputation, we are not to diſpute him out 
of his intereſt, becauſe of his doubts and fears. 
Another branch of Antinomianiſm ſeems to me, 
to be only hoping on the paper; or in other words, 
it ſeems to be a bare aſſent to the written word. 
I own this attends a real faith; but the word of 
God muſt be received into the heart, in the light 
and love of it, before it can be called the goſpel 
of ſalvation to ſuch a ſoul: In ſhort a goſpel 
meſſenger is a ſavour of death unto death, except the 
meſſage be ſent home to the heart in power, in the 
Holy Ghoſt, and in n much aſſurance, 1 Theſſ. i. 5. A 
B | believer 
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believer has the word of God in his heart, as the 
Saviour ſays, he receives the word in an honeſt 
and good heart, and brings forth fruit with patience. 
He is no chriſtian, whoſe faith and hope ſtand 
only on the paper z the word and ſpirit that God 
the Father gave to the Saviour muſt be in the 
heart of his ſeed, Ifa. lix. 21. The Saviour gave 
the ſame word to his church, that the Father 
gave to him, For I have given unto them the wordt 
which thou gaveſt me, and they have received them, 
John xvii. 8. It is the word and ſpirit of God that 
makes an aſſembly to be what it is; namely, The 
church of the living God, the ground and pillar of the 
truth, 1 Tim, ili. 25. Thus the goſpel of God, 
which is called the diſpenſation of the Spirit, ſhall 
return in the church to God from whence it came; 
and there be eſtabliſhed on its own baſis ; mercy 
ſhall be built up for ever, and thy faithfulneſs ſhalt 
thou eftabliſh in the very heavens, Pſalms Ixxxix. 2. 
Il am informed that thoſe perſons who are real 
Antinomians, make void the lat: But a real be- 
liever does not make void the law through faith, but 
eftabliſhes it by believing, Rom. iii. 81. For he ſees, that 
if righteouſniſs came by the law, that Chriſt died in 
vain, therefore he dares not fruſtrate the grace of God, 
Gal. ii. 21, But looks to the Saviour for juſtifi- | 
cation, (khowing it cannot be obtained by the 
law of Moſes) and he finds Chriſt to be the ed 


of the law * righteouſneſs to every one thot believeth, 
Rom · 
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Rom. x. 4. The believer ſees, that the main hinge 
of the law is love; this hinge turns toward π ˙ ob- 
jelts, God and the nephboar, on theſe two command- 
ments hang all the law and the prophets, Mat. xxii. 
40, He having got the obedience of the Saviour 
| imputed to his faith, Rom. iv. 24, and the love of 
God ſhed abroad in his heart: The righteouſneſs of 
the lam is fulfilled in him, Rom. viii. 4, while he 
walks not after the fleſh; but after the ſpirit, Rom. 
viii. 1. That ſoul that has received Chriſt Feſus the 
Lord, and walks in him; and walks by faith, and 
not by fight, as he is commanded to do; and walls 
in love as Chriſt has loved him, Eph. v. 2, may 
truly be ſaid to walk in the ſpirit ; and while he 
thus walks by faith, and in love; he produces 
more pure ſpiritual, and evangelical obedience to 
the law of God, than all the legal workmongers 
in the world, put them all together. For God 
declares, that whatſoever is not of faith is fin; and, 
if a man hath not the love of God in his heart, 
he is but Sounding way and a tinkling cymbal, 
1 Cor. xiv. 1. 

The waity matters of the lat ave judgment, mercy, 
and faith; and when God has pronounced the ſen- 
tence of Juſtification upon a ſoul, his judgment iy 
paſt (the Saviour ſays), he is paſſed from death unto 
life, and ſhall ueber come into condemnation. The be- 
| liever ſees; that it was in mercy that God juſtifi- 
ed him as an ungodly finner; and by faith in Je- 

I ſus 
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ſus was he juſtified ; therefore he has got the 

waity matters of the law in his heart, and the 
leſſer matters, ſuch as Hihing mint, rue, annis, 

aud cummin, will follow of courſe. The man that 
will contradict theſe truths of God, never knew 
the demands of the law; nor the bleſſed diſcharge 
of the goſpel. am man teach otherwiſe, and con- 
ent not to wholeſome words, even the words of our 
Tord Jeſus Chriſt, and to the dofrine, which is ac- 

cording to godlineſs; he is proud, knowing nothing, 

but doating about queſtions, and ftrifes of words, 

whereof cometh envy, ſtrife, railings, evil-ſurmiſing, 
1 Tim, vi. 4. Paul ſent Timothy to Epheſus, to 
charge ſome, that they taught no other doctrine, 
and told him, that the great end of the law , was 
anſwered when the finner was brought to love 

God out of a pure heart and a purged conſcience, 
and that thoſe teachers that contradicted theſe 
truths, knew not what they were about, Now 
the end of the commandment is charity [or love], out 
of a pure heart, and of a good conſcience, aud of faith 
unfained : From wricn, ſome having fuer ved, 
have turned afide unto vain JANGLING, Defiring to 
be teachers of the law, underſtanding, neither what 
they ſay, nor whereof they affirm, x Tim. i. 5, 6, 7. 
I am informed, that a real Antinomian, is a 
perſon that talks about faith, and the word of 
Gad; and yet unites with the world, and lives 
a8 the world does: All that I can ſay to ſuch 
men 
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men 1s, that all preaching to them Bath been in 
vain, their faith is alſo vain, and they are yet in 
their fins, 1 Cor, xv, 14, 17. A faith that has 
no fruits, is not goſpel faith, it is only the pre- 
ſumption of a hardened hypocrite, and ſuch are 
deſtitute of the grace of God. And thoſe that 
think to extract a crop of ſpiritual fruits from life- 
leſs finners, by preaching the miniſtration of death, are 
as far from the ſpiritual knowledge of the law, as the 
other is from the power of the goſpe} : Both theſe 
are ANTINOMIANS, for they make void both the 
law and the goſpel; the former daringly pre- 
ſumes on the mercy of God without an evidence; 
and the latter (as Paul ſays) is alive without the 
law, in its ſpiritual meaning. The Lord deli- 
ver his own children from the dreadful deluſions 
of them both 

1 am informed of what the Rev. Gentleman re- 
proached me with to his fociety, about my name, 
&c,—lf this is any part of the miniſtry that he has 
received from the Lord to fulfill, he ſhould not 
have ſtopped there, but he ſhould have brought in 
Abraham, Moſes, David, Solomon, Paul, and many 
more, for the crimes of their natural ſtate were 
as bad as mine. When the Lord converted Paul 
to the faith, the church glorified God in him; but 
my converfion has given ſuch an offence, that 
many have diſhonoured God in me: Butit is a 
comfort to me, that my friends are obliged to 
9 8 — 9 ; rake 
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rake into my unconyerted ſtate for matter of re- 
proach; and, is (I think) a demonſtrable proof 
to the world, that they are at a loſs to find any 
ſcandal in my life, ſince I have known the Lord. 

It 1s true, what the good man affirms about 
none of the miniſters giving me the right-hand of 
fellowſhip ; but it is no great grief to me, nor would 
their right-hand be an infallible teſtimony of my 
being approved of God, either as a believer, 
or a preacher. The witneſs of God's ſpirit is ſuffi- 
cient to prove me a believer, and God ſetting his 
ſeal to my defrine, is a ſufficient proof of my 
being a preacher ſent of God, And I can ſee that 
ſome whorefuſe the right-hand of fellowſhip to me 
(whom. Chrift has received) will give their right- 
hand to them that never knew what fellowſhip 
with the Saviour ,meant: This God has loudly 
| proclaimed to the world, by ſuffering many after 
they have received the right- hand of fellowſhip, 
to wander out of the way of underſtanding, and to re- 
main to this day in the: congregation of the dead, 
Prov. xxi. 16, Indeed, fir, I ſee that various 
connections, and the right-hand of fellowſhip has 
been fatal to many young preachers; and I truſt I 
ſhall be enabled by grace to ſee that it was good 
for me to ſtand alone. God has promiſed to 
withhold no good thing from them that walk upright- 
Y; therefore, if the right-hand of fellowſhip was 
eſſential to my ſalvation, vr eſſential to my uſeful- 


neſs 
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' neſs in the church of God, he. would favour me 
with it; but as I fee it has pulled many fouls into 
pride and errors, I ſhall remain contented without 
it. 

As to the reſt of the reproach that he caſt upon 
me, is a ſcandal to him, as a man, much more ſo, 
as a gentleman, a ſcholar, and a Chriſtian; 
therefore I ſhall paſs it by ; he may think better 
of it by and by. He is not like thoſe whom 1 
have contended with ; he has only levelled a little 
artillery perſonally at me; he is not like the 
others, who have blaſphemed the word of God; 
therefore, I would willingly believe that he did 
not ſpeak as he meant; and this appears plain by 
his charging the whole ſociety to keep it all a ſe- 
cret, which if the word of God and his own con- 
ſcience had juſtiſied him, there had been no call 
for ſuch a charge; for whatever the Lord ſays 
unto us in fecret, we may warrantably proclaim 
on the houſe top. 

1 hope God will give me a heart to love him, 
and to pray for him; and it is the earneſt deſire 
of my ſoul to Almighty God, that he may keep 
him, from being ſeduced from the Purity s and ſim- 
plicity of the goſpel. | 

I doubt my dear Father Carnal will be weary 
of this long epiſtle, but your on importunity 
has ſet the eruſe a ſpringing, and I am deter- 
mined not to flop till the oil is eyed. 1 hope 

theſe 
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_ theſe. alarming circumſtances of apoſtacy will 
rouſe up the ſervants of God; if fo, I think it 
will terminate in God's honour, and in his peo- 
ple's good. We have got many things to be 
purged out of the church, and the fan will ſurely 
come among us, We have got many ſtrange 
connections, which are kept up by a contracted 
ſpirit, and cemented together by prejudice againſt 
others. This is building up the old partition 
wall which the Saviour came to deſtroy, and 
which every goſpel trumpeter ought to level, 
like the yalls of Jericho, eyen to its foundation. 
We have likewiſe many human inventions, ſuch 
as pompous places of worſhip, an half-hearted 
goſpel, an organ, fine ſinging, &c. in order to 
blunt the edge of perſecution, that the offence of 
the croſs may ceaſe, and the rich worldlings 
make a profeſſion without being expoſed to the 
contempt of religion, Theſe things have 
patched up a peace, where God himſelf declared 
war, and therefore the fan muſt come to purge the 
floor, and to ſeparate the chaff from the wheat. 
Jer. xxiii. 28, I am much miſtaken, if theſe 
things are not ſome of the beginnings of ſorrow. 
We have many good miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, 
who, in attemp@ng to oppoſe others, haye warped 
ſadly from the truths of the goſpel, in order to 
repreſent thoſe as erroneous,. who have ſtood faſt 
in their own teſtimony for God, I hope theſe 


will 
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will look about them, own and cleave to their own 
ſtandard, as they ſee ſo many attempting to run 
away with the banner of the church. , 
Others are declaring, that the third part of the 
Bible has only a moral meaning, tho* the Holy 
Ghoſt ſays, that all ſcripture is given by inſpira- 
tion of Ged. 2 Tim. iii. 16. Others tell us, that 
many parts of the ſcriptures are indelicate, tho? 
the Almighty declares that every word of his 1s 
pure. Prov. xxx. 5. Others find fault with a 
ſpiritual interpretation of the 'word of God, ex- 
cept ſcholaſtic rules are obſeryed ; tho? the Holy 
Ghoſt ſays that no propheſy of the ſcriptures 15 
of any private interpretation, 2 Pet. i. 20. We have 
got other labourers in the vineyard, who are 
chaining yp all their followers to their own pews, 
whether they are fed there or not: theſe ous 
them out of one bondage into another, 3 
Fou know, Sir, that many poor ſouls have 
ſtole into Monkwell-ftreet Chapel, and tho? they 
have got a bleſſing under my miniſtry, they have 
not dared to come again, unleſs they ſtood at the 
door, or behind it, incag. for fear their paſtor 
ſhould ſee them : And if they have bought a book 
of mine, it was obliged to fly into the cloſet, like 
a night-bird by day, for fear of the reader 8 being 
excommunicated for having it in his poſſeſſion. 
This is bringing the necks of poor ſinners out of 
one yoke into another; bringing them from un- 
| * 
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| der the bondage of the law, that they may ſub- 
mit to the yoke of prieſtcraft. Take my yoke upon 
you, ſays the Saviour, and learn of me. He that 
will be great, let him be ſervant of all, ſays 
Chriſt, A preacher is to take the overſight of 
his flock, without an eye to gain; neither are 
they to be Lords over God's heritage. 1 Pet. v. 3. 
And in effect, to lord it over the flock of God, 
is too much like being a rival to the King of 
Rings and Lord of Lords. Rev. xix. 16. Surely 
uch fouls may complain, and ſay, as Zion of 
old did, O Lord our God, other lords, beſides thee 


| have had dominton over us; but by thee only will we 


mate mention of thy name. Iſa. xxvi. 13. Reader, 
call no man Maſter, for One is your Maſter, even 

Chriſt: Matt. xxiii. 8, 6. Therefore, call no goſ- 

pel miniſter Rabi, Rabi, for God has ſtrictly 
forbid maſterſhip in his miniſterial ſervants, My 

brethren, be not many maſters, knowing that we all 

receive the greater condemnetion, for in A N 

we offend all. James iii. 1. 

© Many of theſe things muſt be done away, that 
| the excellency and the power of religion may 
appear to be of God, and not of us. God is jea- 

Dus of his own honour, and will never give his 

| glory to another. God's own truth, faithfully 
delivered, will bring glory to God from every 


recipient of grace; but if falſe doctrine be ad- 
| vanced, 


7 


; Ziox's ALARM, NOT WITHOUT CADSE, 27 


inſtead of truth, the hearer is zealouſly affected, 
but not well; and if he adheres to falſe, or legal 
doctrines, he is excluded from Chriſt by the 
preacher, that he may effect, or place his affec- 
tions on him inſtead of Chriſt. Gal. iv. 17. Iam 
ſorry to ſay it, but I hope to be honeſt in my 
Lord and Maſter's work, for I know that the 
goods which are put into the hands of every 
faithful miniſter, is his ſpirit, his word, and his 
people; and it becomes a ſteward to be found 
faithful, and not to. waſte his Maſter's goods. 
But, alas, ſor. the want of goſpel matter, and 
goſpel-experience, many have kept a flying troop 
in a profeſſion by nothing but telling od wive's 
fables; and there are to this day, legions in 
London who would go three miles to hear a 
country tale from the pulpit, who would not go 
over the threſholds of their doors to hear Paul 
explain the ſeventh chapter of his epiſtle to the 
Romans. I know a pious broken-hearted ſoul, 
in London, who once fat in a congregation. of 
three or four thouſand ſouls, and wept almoſt 
through the whole time of ſervice, to ſee ſuch a 
number gathered together, and nothing to enter- 
tain their minds with but a few fooliſh tales, 
more fit for a tea-table, or a waſhing-tub, than a - 
pulpit. We may ſay, indeed, of ſuch a miniſtry, 
as an old woman fays of her calling, that— 
MANGLING Is DONE HERE. 4 


I will 
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I will never believe that God will own any doc- 
trine but his own pure word. Tt is truth that 
is to make a ſinner free; and if a preacher has 
any armour in God's wotk, it 1s truth. Under 
his feathers ſhalt thou truſt, and his truth ſhall be 
thy ſhield and buckler. Pſ. xci. 4. T hefe things 
have embittered the minds of many ſouls againſt 
the holy word of God, and againſt the preach- 
ers of it; and as they themſelves have not an 
experience of the truth of God, they have not 
the fpringing well of God's ſpirit within them; 
and therefore they find that dealing in doctrines 
which they never enjoyed, and talking of grace 
which they never felt the power of, is all againſt 
the bent of their own ſpirits. Hence it is that 
they turn to the natural bias of their own wills; 
and preach up for doctrines, thoſe things which 
lay within the compaſs of natural reaſon. And 
they find that to be a miniſter of the letter is 
much eaſier than to attempt the miniſtry of the 
ſpirit. Theſe, ſays the Apoſtle, are deſirous of 
being teachers of the law, underſtanding neither 
<vhat they ſay, nor whereof they affirm. Theſe 
lay by the truths of the goſpel, the promiſes, 
and the bleſſings of it, and fly to the precepts, 
and zealouſly enforce them without any regard 
to the promiſed bleſſings of grace, which alone 
can enable the poor finner to walk 1 in the c com- 


mandments of God. 
Theſe 


Theſe, ſays the apoſtle, begin in the ſdiri;, and 


end in the flesh, that is, they make a beginning 


with the goſpel diſpenſation, but end with the car- 


wal commandment ; they confuſe the lines of the 


goſpel plan, they make fhipwreck of the doctrines 
of faith, which they once confeſſed and preached, 

and then they go on board of the galley with 
oars. Iſa. xxxili. 21. For if a man be not a real 
believer in the bleſſed Saviour, he muſt (in ſpirit) 
be under the law; and if he be under the law, he 
will naturally liten to the law; for the voice of 
the law is to ſuch perſons in particular: Now we 
know that what things ſoever the law ſaith, it ſaith 
to them who are under the law. Bleſſed be God, 
he himſelf applied the doctrine to my ſoul, that I 
am enabled to preach, In” this I can ſay, 
with our great apoſtle, The doctrine which 1 
preach is not after man, for I learnt it not of man, 
neither was I taught it; but by the revelation of 
Feſus Chriſt, It pleaſed God. to reveal his Jon in 
me, Happy and bleſſed is that ſoul that receives 
the word from God's mouth, and lays up his 
commandments in his heart. But, alas! we live 
in a day when the bleſſed book of God is ſadly 
_ neglected, private communion with God in cloſet 


prayer is little enforced, and conſequently little 


practiſed; hence every thing goes down for goſ- 
pel, and the faith of many ſtands on the wiſdom 
of men, inſtead of the power of Gad. 1 Cor. ii. 5. 
Truſt ye not in a friend, put no confidence in a 


guide, 
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guide, ſays the Almighty. Micah vii. 5. It is a 
dangerous thing to have an inordinate affection 
for an unevangelized preacher ; for if he apoſta- 
titizes, the warm attachment of the ſimple to 
kim will drag them into his error. Bleſſed (ſays 
the Pſalmiſt) is that man that maketh the Lord 
his truſt, that RESPECTETH not the proud, nor ſuch 


4 turn aſide to lies. Pi. xl. 4. It was not with- 
- out cauſe, that the Saviour rebuked the natural 


affections of his followers, when their love was 


hovering continually about his human nature. 


Weep not for me, but weep for yourſelves and for 
your children, (Luke xxiii. 28) for if they do theſe 
things in the GREEN TREE, what ſhall be done in 
the dry? The fan muſt come, the floor muſt 
be purged ; the man of fin ſhall never be reveal- 
ed, except there come a falling away firſt. 

The ſun is going down over the prophets, in- 
deed, becauſe. his enlivening rays are little ob- 
ſcured, and leſs enforced. The ſhadows of the 
evening are ſiretching out, and many wolves are 


creeping forth, who will not ſpare the flock. — | 


My dear friends, pray for me, that I may watch 
in all things; that I may do the work of an Evan- 

teliſt, and make full proof of my miniſtry. 
I I know the word of God is fulfilled in the 
apoſtacy of ſome men, as well as. in the ſtead- 
faſtneſs of others. God is the ſtrength of his 
people; no man can ſtand alone; if he ſtand 
N 8 
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not in the Lord, he muſt fall. Chriſt is the 
foundation, and if a man be not fixed on that 
rock, tho' he begin to build, yet he is ſure never 
to be able to finiſh, All profeſſion, zeal, gifts, 
knowledge, diligence, and uſefulneſs will all va- 
iſh, if the man has not got the real root of re- 
ligion. Theſe are they which for a while believe, 
but in time of temptation fall away, becauſe they 
have no root in themſelves, Except the branch 
be united to the vine, by the uniting bond of 
love, he cannot be fruitful, nor abide in the 
vine; he may make a fair ſiemw of wiſdom in 
will-worſhip and voluntary humility, and that is all, 
Every branch in me that bringeth not forth good 
fruit, [which are the fruits of the ſpirit] ke rakerh 
away; and every branch in me which bringeth forth, 
[the fruits of the ſpirit] 4e purgeth it [from the 
cortuptions. of the fleſh] that it may bring forth 

more fruit. | 
The word of God in the heart, and gifts for 
the miniſtry too, muſt both be watered by the 
ſpringing well of God's holy ſpirit, or elſe they 
will ſoon be ſcorched, and wither away for want 
of moiſture, No branch will abide in the vine 
without the ſpirit of love, no ſtone will ſtand faſt 
on the foundation without the cement of faith, 
no miniſterial gift will endure without a \ Foals 
ſupply of the ſpirit of God, 
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4 . * Dae man that tranſgreſſeth, and abideth not in the 
—=x doFrine of Ghrift, hath not God. He that abideth 5 in 
2 the deftrine of Chriſt, he hath both the Father and 
= the Son. 2 John, 9. Therefore ſuch perſons as 
8 deny the Bible, and preach contrary to the do@ri- | 
nal articles of the church of England, are men 
that the Juſt are forbid to entertain in their 
houſes, If there come any. unto you, and bring not 
this doftrine, receive him not into your houſe, nei- 
ther bid im God ſpeed : For he that biddeth him 
God ſpeed, is a partaker of his evil deeds, [and is 

a friend to the devil's cauſe.] 2 John N 

I ſuppoſe I ſhall weary you with this long 
epiſtle, but you can blame none but yourſelf 
for it; — your importunity ſet the cruſe a ſpring- 
; ing, and I muſt conclude before the oil Mb 

| =. - ——Farewel. 


* Hine in the 00 of e 
WILLIAM HUNTINGTON. 
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